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Holmes points out, it is not the size of the brain but
its convolutions that are important (I think, by the
way, that Holmes had a small head). Now I should
have liked to tell the hatter that though my head
was small I had strong reason to believe that the
convolutions of my brain were quite top-hole.
I did not do so and I only recall the incident now
because it shows how we all get in the wayjrf looking
at life through our own particular peep-hole. Here
is a man who sees all the world through the size of
its hats. He reverences Jones because he takes 7^;
he dismisses Smith as of no account because he only
takes 6f. In some degree, we all have this restricted
professional vision. The tailor runs his eye over your
clotKes"~and reckons you up according to the cut of
your garments and the degree of shininess they dis-
play. You are to him simply a clothes-peg and your
merit is in exact ratio to the clothes you carry. The
bootmaker looks at your boots and takes your intel-
lectual, social and financial measurement from their
quality and condition. If you are down-at-the-heel,
the glossy condition of your hat will not alter his
opinion about you. The hat does not come in his
range of vision. It is not a part of his criteria.
It is so with the dentist. He judges all the world
jby its teeth. One look in your mouth and he has
settled and immovable convictions about your char-
'acter, your habits, your physical condition, your
position, and your mental attributes. He touches a
nerve and you wince. " Ah/' says he to himself,